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March 3, 2020 
Track 06:00:00:00 

JASPER, FLORIDA 

REGULAR SESSION 

The Board of County Commissioners, Hamilton County, Florida, met in regular 
session on Tuesday, March 3, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Meeting Room, 207 Northeast 
First Street, Jasper, Florida.  Present were Commissioners Robert Brown, William Mitchell, 
Beth Burnam, Josh Smith and Randy Ogburn a full Board being present.   Also present was 
County Coordinator Louie Goodin and County Attorney Cliff Adams   

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Robert Brown and led in prayer by 
Commissioner Ogburn with the Pledge of Allegiance being led by Chairman Brown.  

SHIP / CDBG PROGRAM – STATUS REPORT 

Ship Administrator Spencer Nabors gave the Board a status report of the current Ship 
and CDBG grants.  Mr. Nabors advised the Board that the ERR Stage II is currently under 
review by DEO and should with a clearance being issued any day.  Mr. Nabors also stated 
that he is preparing the first CDBG release of funds and that DEO will be monitoring on 
March 20th.  Mr. Nabors then presented the Board with new construction limits for the Ship 
LHAP.  The suggested limits are as follows: 

2 Bed 1 Bath 803 sq. ft. - $75,000 
3 Bed 2 Bath 1153 sq. ft. - $95,000 
4 Bed 2 Bath 1204 sq. ft. - $100,000 

Motion by Commissioner Smith to approve the LHAP new construction limits as submitted 
by Mr. Nabors.  Second was made by Commissioner Burnam, motion carried with a 
unanimous vote. 

Motion by Commissioner Smith to approve the purchase assistance for Linda Page as 
recommended by Mr. Nabors.  Second was made by Commissioner Ogburn, motion carried 
with a unanimous vote. 

HAMILTON COUNTY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY – STATUS REPORT 

Economic Development Director Chadd Mathis presented the Board with a 
Marketing Strategy Implementation Plan and reviewed the plan and strategy with the Board.  
Mr. Mathis also provided the Board with an update on the current economic development 
projects. 



2

ROAD PAVING PROJECTS – STATUS REPORT 

County Engineer Greg Bailey gave the Board a status report on the current road projects. 

SW 90TH BLVD. – Mr. Bailey presented the Board with a preliminary Right-of Way plan for 
SW 90th Blvd.  and reviewed the plans and road design with the Board.  After reviewing the 
plans, the Board agreed to allow County Attorney Cliff Adams to discuss an area of the road 
ROW with Chairman Brown. 

OAK STREET – Mr. Bailey presented the Board with the road design for the Oak Street 
project.  After review the Board agreed with the plan that was submitted by Mr. Bailey for 
Oak Street. 

BASIN LAKE LOOP – Mr. Bailey advised the Board that the deeds are almost ready for the 
Basin Lake Loop paving project and that he will be re-evaluating the cost estimate previously 
provided to the Board for the bridge replacement on SW 107th Ave. due to a recent bid in 
Lafayette County. 

SW 69TH BLVD. – Commissioner Smith advised the Board that he is reviewing option two 
(2) with the landowner. 

NW 86TH BLVD. – Commissioner Mitchell questioned the Board as to semi-trucks using 
roads and crossing wooden bridges with limited load regulations.  After a lengthy discussion, 
the Board agreed to place signage on the roads stating load limits and bridges. 

TOWN OF JENNINGS REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE WITH REPAIR OF THE 
DRAINAGE PIPE / DITCH ON BEE STREET AT THE PARK – County Coordinator Louie 
Goodin explained the request from the Town of Jennings for assistance with a drainage issue 
on Bee Street. 

Motion by Commissioner Burnam to allow the Road Department to assist the Town of 
Jennings with the drainage repair on Bee Street.  Second was made by Commissioner 
Mitchell, motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

CR-249 SIDEWALK – Chairman Brown requested that the Board consider placing a 
sidewalk along CR-249 due to people walking along the road and a pedestrian being hit by a 
car recently.  The Board agreed to allow County Engineer Greg Bailey to provide the Board 
with a recommendation regarding the sidewalk and also discussed the need to extend the 
lighting. 

SUWANNEE VALLEY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE – REQUEST USE OF 
LANDFILL FOR BURNING OF RIGHT-OF-WAY VEGETATION DUE TO LINE 
RELOCATION 

The Board discussed the space that would be used to dispose of the debris by 
Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative and also discussed the need to have SVC relocate a 
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pole on SW 55th Drive. 

Motion by Commissioner Smith to allow SVEC to utilize the Landfill property for disposal 
of vegetation due to line relocation.  Second was made by Commissioner Ogburn, motion 
carried with a unanimous vote. 

GREEN POINT RESEARCH – RAYMOND MAZZIE – NEGOTIATIONS 

County Attorney Cliff Adams advised the Board that staff is still in negotiations with 
Green Point; however, they are now proposing a smaller project and are interested in the 
property at SR-6.  Mr. Adams stated that Green Point is in the process of making the 
appropriate changes to the Development Agreement. 

HAMILTON COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT – HENRY LAND – GRANT 
FOR EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTER 

Emergency Management Director Henry Land advised the Board that a $200,000 
grant has been designated for Hamilton County to design plans for a new Emergency 
Operations Center.  Mr. Land stated that the funds are for the design only and that with the 
new construction additional funding may be available.  After a lengthy discussion, the Board 
agreed to participate in the planning and hold a workshop with appropriate staff to discuss 
options for the project. 

IT SUPPORT POSTION FOR COUNTY DEPARTMENTS 

Suwannee County Clerk of Court Barry Baker and Vicky Schnepf explained the IT 
Department for Suwannee County and the pros and cons for having a full time department.  
Ms. Schnepf explained the daily activities of their department and answered questions from 
the Board.  After a lengthy discussion, the Board agreed to allow staff to evaluate and 
inventory the county departments.  

CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion by Commissioner Smith to approve the Consent Agenda pulling item (B).  Second 
was made by Commissioner Burnam, motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

DISCUSSION OF COUNTY / NUTRIEN PROPERTY 

County Attorney Cliff Adams discussed the issue with the Nutrien property with the 
Board and suggested restructuring the original agreement and meeting with Nutrien 
management to discuss the future uses and availability of the property. 

ACQUISITION OF NEWSOME PROPERTY NEAR COURTHOUSE – DISCUSSION 

County Coordinator Louie Goodin discussed the acquisition of the Newsome property
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with the price per Mr. Newsome being $25,000.  The Board discussed the need to acquire the 
ACL property that is adjacent to allow ample room for a parking area.  The Board requested 
staff to check into the ACL property.  

SPECIAL MAGISTRATE FOR CODE INSPECTOR 

County Attorney Cliff Adams presented the Board with a contract for Special 
Magistrate Services with Jimmy Prevatt to be used during the Code Inspection process.  

Motion by Commissioner Mitchell to approve and authorize for signature the contract for 
Special Magistrate Services as presented by County Attorney Cliff Adams.  Second was 
made by Commissioner Burnam, motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

DISCUSSION OF CLEAN WATER SUPPLY 

County Coordinator Louie Goodin and Tom Moffses, with the Health Department, 
discussed with the Board the current test results of the Withlacoochee River and other private 
wells in the general area.  Mr. Goodin stated that the advisory is still in effect due to 
contaminated samples and requested that the Board consider an alternative method for 
assistance with residents needing clean water.  Emergency Management Director Henry Land 
stated that he has cases of bottled water that needs to be used.  After a lengthy discussion, the 
Board agreed to allow Churches, Fire Departments and Community Centers in the area to 
distribute the bottled water as needed.  County Attorney Cliff Adams discussed with the 
Board the possibility of filing a class action lawsuit with Madison and other affected 
counties.  Mr. Adams stated that Madison County is currently having an attorney do an 
analysis of the options available.  Mr. Adams then advised the Board that the City of 
Valdosta is also testing the river.  The Board also agreed to allow the Health Department to 
test four (4) sites in the South end of the county along the Suwannee River. 

Motion by Commissioner Burnam to approve funding for an additional $5,000 to the Health 
Department for well and river testing.  Second by Commissioner Ogburn, motion carried 
with a unanimous vote. 

The Board also directed staff to have a representative from SRWMD or FDEP present at the 
next Board meeting to discuss the lack of representation from the State agencies. 

2013 COUNTY HELD TAX CERTIFICATES 

The Board agreed to table the discussion of the 2013 Tax Certificates until the next 
meeting.  Clerk of Court Greg Godwin explained the Tax Deed process to the Board. 

ANNUAL BOARD APPOINTMENTS 
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The Board agreed to table the discussion of this agenda item until the next Board 
meeting. 

APPROVE BILLS 

Motion by Commissioner Mitchell to approve the bills.   Second was made by Commissioner 
Burnam, motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

COUNTY DEPARTMENTS – NEW COMPUTERS 

County Coordinator Louie Goodin advised the Board that he needs approval to 
replace three (3) outdated computers with the cost estimate from Comsys being $1,400 each. 

Motion by Commissioner Ogburn to declare an emergency and approve for staff to purchase 
and replace the three (3) computers as suggested.  Second was made by Commissioner 
Mitchell, motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

County Coordinator Louie Goodin announced that the Florida Boating Improvement Grant 
Program has a grant available for the county in the amount of $238,000 for Gibson Park.   

Mr. Goodin also advised the Board of the letter from Shands of Live Oak regarding the 
closing of the Hamilton County Primary Care Clinic.  EMS Director Toby Witt explained the 
need for an emergency room facility and other medical services. 

Mr. Goodin introduced the new TDC / Chamber director Lauren Lewis. 

Commissioner Mitchell advised the Board that Swift Straw is burning constantly and causing 
issues with nearby constituents.  The Board recommended having those individuals contact 
the Code Enforcement Officer. 

Commissioner Ogburn announced that the Azalea Festival and Antique Car Show will be at 
the Steven Foster Memorial Park on March 21st. 

Commissioner Ogburn also announced that E&H Tires is a new business in White Springs. 

Commissioner Ogburn also discussed with the Board a letter requesting that the Board 
consider a 2nd Amendment resolution.  The Board agreed to agenda the item for 
consideration at the next Board meeting. 

Chairman Burnam discussed a concern with a dog fighting ring. 

There being no further business before the Board, Chairman Brown adjourned the meeting at 
12:34 p.m.  
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___________________________                         
ROBERT BROWN, CHAIRMAN 

ATTEST: 

________________________________ 
GREG GODWIN, EX-OFFICIO CLERK 
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