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June 18, 2019 
Track 82:99:59:59 
JASPER, FLORIDA 

REGULAR SESSION 

The Board of County Commissioners, Hamilton County, Florida, met 
in regular session on Tuesday, June 18, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. in the Board 
Meeting Room, 207 Northeast First Street, Jasper, Florida.  Present were 
Commissioners Robert Brown, Beth Burnam, Josh Smith, Randy Ogburn 
and William Mitchell, a full Board being present.  Also present was County 
Coordinator Louie Goodin and County Attorney Cliff Adams.   

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Josh Smith and led in 
prayer by Commissioner Burnam with the Pledge of Allegiance being led by 
Chairman Smith.  

CONSENT AGENDA 

Ø Motion by Commissioner Burnam to approve the Consent Agenda.  
Second was made by Commissioner Brown, motion carried with a 
unanimous vote. 

HAMILTON COUNTY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY – STATUS REPORT 

Due to recent events the Board directed the Clerk to remove the report 
from the Hamilton County Development Authority until further notice.   

COURTHOUSE RENOVATIONS / SECURITY 

Clerk of Court Greg Godwin advised the Board that the bullet proof 
glass was delivered; however, several of the pieces of glass were broken 
during shipping.  The glass company has stated that the replacement glass 
would be delivered on Thursday, June 27th.  Mr. Godwin also advised the 
Board that the security equipment has been let for bids and will be due on 
July 5th.  Commissioner Burnam discussed with the Board that a 
constituent has contacted her as to the Board room being too small and 
people don’t feel comfortable attending. 

SHIP / CDBG PROGRAM – STATUS REPORT 

County Coordinator Louie Goodin, in the absence of Ship 
Administrator Spencer Nabors, gave the Board a status report of the current 
Ship and CDBG grants.  Mr. Goodin advised the Board that there are 
currently no pending issues and that walk-thru’s will begin in July. 
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COUNTY WEBSITE – ADA COMPLIANCE – QUOTE AWARD 

County Attorney Cliff Adams discussed the settlement of the ADA 
lawsuit and recommended that the Board place a disclaimer on the county’s 
website as suggested by the attorney.  County Coordinator Louie Goodin 
advised the Board that he received a quote from the county’s website 
provider “The Net Group Online” in the amount of $6,000 to make the 
county website ADA compliant.  The Board discussed that several counties 
have taken their entire websites down temporarily.  Mr. Adams 
recommended that the Board accept the quote and allow the group to make 
the county website ADA compliant and to accept the recommendation to 
place the disclaimer on the site as well.  

Ø Motion by Commissioner Mitchell to approve the quote from The Net 
Group Online, Inc. in the amount of $6,000 to make the county 
website ADA compliant and to follow the recommendation to place a 
disclaimer on the website.  Second was made by Commissioner 
Burnam, motion carried a unanimous vote. 

RENOVATIONS AT DOCTORS’ CLINIC – DR. RENALDAS SMIDTAS & 
STAFF 

Chairman Smith advised the Board that he spoke with Dr. Smidtas 
and his staff regarding their concerns with the renovations at the Doctors’ 
Clinic building.  Chairman Smith stated that communication between the 
county and their staff needs to be improved with Dr. Smidtas office agreeing 
to allow Dee Harrell to be the point of contact from their office.  County 
Coordinator Louie Goodin stated that he received a text from their staff as to 
their concerns and will get the contractor to make the necessary repairs. 

ROAD PAVING PROJECTS – STATUS REPORT 

County Engineer Greg Bailey gave the Board a status report on the 
current road projects.  Mr. Bailey gave the Board an update on the FDOT 
State Conference and stated that their main focus will be safety, congestion 
relief, communications and the construction of a Multi-Use Corridor which 
would be completed for traffic in 2030.  Mr. Bailey also gave the Board an 
update from the FDOT class in Lake City, where it appears that the future 
SCRAP and SCOP projects will be handled similarly to the Federal Funded 
projects.  Mr. Bailey also stated that Gopher Tortoise surveys will now be 
required for future projects and that the projects work will be divided into a 
Staff Engineer, Design Engineer and CEI Inspector.  Also before a project 
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can be scored /ranked by FDOT the right of way must be obtained.  

SE 141st BLVD. – Mr. Bailey stated that the contractor is working on 
the limerock base and the erosion issues.     

NW 104TH AVE., CHANBRIDGE DRIVE, NW 35TH DRIVE – Mr. Bailey 
stated that Anderson Columbia is slowly beginning to work on the project 
and that some of their equipment was vandalized. 

SW 55TH DRIVE – Mr. Bailey advised the Board that the SW 55th 
Drive paving project is proceeding according to schedule. 

SW 90th BLVD. – Mr. Bailey stated that the following survey quotes 
were received:  Donald Lee & Associates - $69,970.00, Sherman Frier - 
$32,645 and TD Cardno - $127,494.89. 

Ø Motion by Commissioner Ogburn to award the bid for the survey for 
SW 90th Blvd. to Sherman Frier in the amount of $69,970.00.  Second 
was made by Commissioner Mitchell, motion carried with a 
unanimous vote. 

The quotes for the Geotechnical Soil Survey are as follows: Cal Tech 
Testing, Inc. - $15,022.50 and American Infrastructure Development, Inc. - 
$51,670. 

Ø Motion by Commissioner Ogburn to award the bid for the 
Geotechnical Soil Survey to Cal Tech Testing, Inc. in the amount of 
$15,022.50.  Second was made by Commissioner Brown, motion 
carried with a unanimous vote. 

The quotes for the Wetland Survey are as follows: Environmental 
Research and Technology, LLC - $3,500 and Wetland Solution, Inc. - 
$3,800. 

Ø Motion by Commissioner Brown to award the Wetland Survey to 
Environmental Research and Technology, LLC in the amount of 
$3,500.  Second was made by Commissioner Burnam, motion carried 
with a unanimous vote. 

CR-152 – Mr. Goodin advised the Board that the CR-152 Lap project 
has been completed and that staff is waiting to receive the final 
documentation and letter from Anderson Columbia 

PRESENTATION OF FY 2018-19 AUDIT – COUNTY AUDITOR KEN 
DANIELS 
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County Auditor Ken Daniels presented the Board with the 2018-19 
county audit.  Mr. Daniels reviewed the financial statements of the Board 
and also each Constitutional Officer.  Mr. Daniels also recognized Finance 
Director Ruth Allen for her work with the financial statements and for her 
professional assistance with the audit and other departments. 

Ø Motion by Commissioner Burnam to approve the FY 2018-19 audit as 
presented by County Auditor Ken Daniels.  Second was made by 
Commissioner Mitchell, motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

CODE ENFORCEMENT 

Chairman Smith advised the Board that staff has reviewed the draft 
Ordinance and cost associated with the implementation of code 
enforcement.  County Attorney Cliff Adams gave the Board a brief overview 
of the migrant housing issue in the Town of Jennings and explained that the 
issue was a zoning violation.  Mr.  Adams then stated that enforcing the 
Land Development Regulations and Comprehensive Plan is virtually 
impossible without code enforcement.  Mr. Adams also stated that the 
Department of Health has now issued three (3) additional permits allowing 
migrant labor housing in a Commercial Highway Interchange zoning district 
at I-75 / SR-6 and without code enforcement there is no mechanism to fight 
the issues.  County Coordinator Louie Goodin stated that the City of Jasper 
may be interested in participating with the county for code enforcement.  
The Board discussed the budget and costs associated with Code 
Enforcement in Suwannee County and how to set up a similar system for 
Hamilton County.  Chris Mericle addressed the Board in support of the 
Board enacting Code Enforcement and read a letter with signatures from 
other concerned citizens asking the Board to utilize Code Enforcement to 
enforce the Land Development Regulations and the Comprehensive Plan.  
Mary Thompson also addressed the Board concerning issues within her 
subdivision where individuals are misusing residential property for business 
purposes and voiced her support for Code Enforcement.  Deanna Mericle 
and Darwin Thompson also spoke in support of Code Enforcement for the 
county.  The Board then stated that the initial enforcement would be of the 
LDR’s and Comp Plan.  Chairman Smith explained that he supports certain 
people that have RV’s on river lots and those using their property legally.  
The Board briefly discussed the many scenarios that would be potential 
issues if Code Enforcement was enacted.  Commissioner Ogburn stated that 
the Board should be consistent with the rules and regulations if they vote to 
enact Code Enforcement.  Mr. Adams explained the procedures that the 
Board must consider to proceed with Code Enforcement. 

Ø Motion by Commissioner Burnam to authorize staff to proceed with 
Code Enforcement in order to establish an administrative procedure 
to ensure compliance with the Land Development Regulations and 
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Comprehensive Plan and to advertise the Ordinance establishing the 
rules and regulations.  Second was made by Commissioner Mitchell, 
motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

MOBILE AIR CONDITIONING UNIT PURCHASE – DISCUSSION 

County Coordinator Louie Goodin advised the Board that a portable 
A/C unit would cost approximately $5,000 to $7,000 for a unit that would 
cool eight (8) to ten (10) thousand square feet.  After a brief discussion, the 
Board directed Mr. Goodin to obtain additional information and pricing for 
the unit and report back to the Board at the next meeting. 

REVIEW OF ORDINANCE NO. 2016-07 TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON 
CANNABIS BUSINESSES 

County Attorney Cliff Adams explained the purpose for Ordinance 
2016-07 when the Board approved it in 2016.  Mr. Adams suggested that 
the Board consider repealing the Ordinance due to new State regulations 
and the issue with farmers seeking to grow Hemp, which is a form of 
cannabis and would be illegal to grow under the current Ordinance.  The 
Board discussed the different uses of Hemp and the fact that it is a non-
intoxicating form of cannabis.  Commissioner Burnam advised the Board of 
a recent Hemp business plan that was presented for Columbia County.  Mr. 
Adams again assured the Board that the cannabis industry is carefully 
regulated by State Statutes and Regulations. 

Ø Motion by Commissioner Mitchell to direct staff to proceed with 
repealing Ordinance 2016-07.  Second was made by Commissioner 
Burnam, motion carried with a four (4) to one (1) vote.  Voting 
against the motion was Commissioner Ogburn. 

APPROVE BILLS 

Ø Motion by Commissioner Ogburn to approve the bills (vouchers 136865 
- 137139 and checks 060253 – 060327) with the addition of the bills 
requested by staff.  Second was made by Commissioner Brown, motion 
carried with a unanimous vote. 

CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Ø County Coordinator Louie Goodin advised the Board of the request from 
the School District for millings, the Board approved the request by 
unanimous consent. 
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Ø Mr. Goodin also advised the Board that the State performed an 
inspection of EMS and that there were no issues. 

Ø Commissioner Ogburn questioned staff as to a recent economic 
development prospect involving the property along Hwy 41, to which 
staff advised that the group is currently drafting a development 
agreement. 

Ø Commissioner Burnam requested that staff obtain updated information 
for the Suwannee Nursing Center’s project.  Mr. Goodin advised that the 
SNC board are having bi-weekly construction meetings and updates will 
be provided to the Board. 

Ø Commissioner Burnam also presented the Board with a Vector Control 
update from Vector Control officer Pam Allen. 

Ø Commissioner Burnam discussed with the Board the Fire and Rescue 
standard operating procedures. 

Ø The Board announced that members of the Board may attend the 
Development Authority meeting on Wednesday, June 19th at 6:00 p.m. 

Ø Chairman Smith discussed with the Board a letter he received from 
Supervisor of Elections Laura Hutto regarding the canvassing board.  

Ø Chairman Smith also questioned staff as to the Road Department 
utilizing handheld blowers to clean the mowers.  Mr. Goodin stated that 
the Road Department are working on the issue. 

Ø Chairman Smith reminded staff as to the request for bi-weekly reports 
for all work orders that are outside of fourteen (14) days old.  After a 
brief discussion, Mr. Goodin stated that he will provide the reports for 
the Board in the future. 

There being no further business before the Board, Chairman Smith 
adjourned the meeting at 8:45 p.m.  
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                                                                       ___________________________ 
JOSH SMITH, CHAIRMAN 

ATTEST: 

________________________________ 
GREG GODWIN, EX-OFFICIO CLERK 
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